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What is EPTIS?

The early years

In recent years both laboratories and accreditation bodies have increasingly realised the importance of proficiency tests. They are an excellent tool to demonstrate and assess the performance of laboratories with regard to specific measurement, testing, and analytical tasks. Despite these benefits the participation in proficiency tests was hampered not only by the restricted offer of suitable proficiency testing schemes in many testing areas but also by the lack of information on their availability.

In 1998, 16 organisations in 16 European countries joined forces to overcome the information barrier. The partners extensively surveyed the availability of PT schemes and their characteristics within their respective countries. All this was entered into the EPTIS database which was made public on the internet in the year 2000. The European Commission supported the foundation of EPTIS with 360,000 Euro because of its contribution to strengthening PT as a valuable proof of technical competence and its role to help removing technical barriers to trade.

Today

Today the co-operation of 38 partner organisations from the Americas, Australia and Europe is based on a joint protocol (pdf). A steering committee was established to coordinate the activities and provision was made for supporting organisations that are prepared to give official patronage and active support to EPTIS. The number of EPTIS users has increased continuously since 2000 – see the web statistics 2008 (pdf). New PT providers and countries or regions are welcome on EPTIS.
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